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This Week 


Another new Greenwich Village 
theatre will be opened this season, The 
Shakespearewrights, Donald Goldman, 
producer, will open a 200 seat house 
in mid Nov. with King Lear. The site, 
currently a garage and formerly a pol- 
ice stable, is at 11[5 MacDougal St. The 
group will start their 5th season of Off 
Broadway production with a new name 
and will also present non-Shakespear- 
ean plays. Zoning restriction forced 
them to close last spring at St. Ignatius 
Church, W 87th St. 


Plays 


Look Back in Anger closes Sept " 
20...Sean O'Casey has approved final 
version of Daarlin' Man, musical of 
Juno and Paycock by Joseph Stein and 
Marc Blitzstein due Jan 29 at Winter 
Garden ...Second play at Bijou, after 
Shadow of a Gunman, to be Great God 
Brown revival... Faster! Faster! by- 
William Marchant to be presented by 
Carmen Capalbo...Shaw's Heartbreak 
House to be presented next season by 
Robert Joseph, 


Players 


Lee Grant subs for 2 weeks for 

Anne Bancroft, Two for See Saw, dur- 
ing latter's vacation.,.Sherry Britton 
replaces Leona Noric, Drink to Me Only 

.. Anne Revere joins Cue for Passion 
...P, J. Kelly, age 78,to portray 108 year 
old Indian in Whoop-Up...Lois Smith, 
Richard Waring, Stephen Franken join 
Edwin Booth... Farley Granger may 
make Broadway debut in Perfect Eve - 
ing... Charles Kennedy, age 79, died. 


Critics 


Kenneth Tynan, London Observer, 
to be guest critic this season replacing 
late Wolcott Gibbs, New Yorker. Don- 
ald Malcolm, book reviewer of New Yor- 
ker,to cover Off Broadway... Watts, 
Post,to be guest Sept 19 on WABC-TV 
(NY) Ben Hecht Show. 


Playhouses 


Downtown National, 2nd Ave and 
Houston, which also houses Rooftop 
Theatre on 6th floor, to be torn down 
at end of season for subway expansion. 
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Calendar 


Howie- 46th St 9/17. Playwrights 
Company, James Slevin- John Gerstad 
present new comedy by Phoebe Ephron 
directed by Gerstad, featuring Albert 
Salmi, Leon Ames, Peggy Conklin... 
The Young Provincials-Cricket- 162 
2nd Av 9/18. Stage Enterprises pre - 
sents new play written and directed 
by Ben Levinson. John O'Connor re- 
placed Levinson, in cast after former 
became ill causing one week's post- 
ponment,.. Jacknife-Royal-62 E 4- 
9/22. Sylvan Protictions present new 
comedy-drama by Rock Anthony, dir- 
ected by Bill Butler...American Mime 
Theatre- Orpheum -126 2nd Av 9723. 
Joy Thomson-Michael Gardner present 
Paul Curtis company for 3 week run... 
Heloise- Gate-162 2nd Av 9/24. Gene 


Dingenary presents James Forsyth's 


adaption of mediaeval love story, staged 
by Nadine Miles. 


Special Events 


Playbill Restaurant, Hotel Man- 
hattan, to debut Oct 26 with Al Hirsch- 
felt theatre mural featured... Talent 58 
matinee performance Sept 16 to feature 
80 Hiram Sherman and Juanita Hall to 
introduce acts... Eastern States Theatre 
Assn to meet Nov 21-22 at Univ. of Dela- 
ware, 


Theatre TV Notes 


Alec Guiness may make US TV 
debut in The Winslow Boy on CBS TV 
Show of Month this season... CBS TV 
Studio One production of "Love Me to 
Pieces" seen in July expanded into 
stage play entitled Like Wonderful by 
Romeo Muller, to be presented by Play- 
wrights Company and Mark Merson, 


Theatre Film Notes 


Orson Welles to portray lead 
in film version of Compulsion. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Mask or Face" essays by Mich- 
ael Redgrave published by Theatre Arts 
Books ( $3. 75)...'The Self Conscious 
Stage in Modern French Drama 'by David 
Grossman published by Columbia Univ. 
Press ( $5)... "Shakespeare: A Survey" 
by E K Chambers published by Hill & 
Wang ( $1. 45). 


Published 52 weeks per year. 


$25 per year 


Off Broadway 


Equity Library Theatre opens 
its new season Oct 7 at Lenox Hill 
Playhouse, 331 E 71 with Light Up 
the Sky directed by Jerry Adler. 
Phone reservations will be accepted 
at LE 5-2340. Each production will 
play a week, Tues to Sun, with Sat 
shows at 6 PM and 9 PM. 


Annette Warren replaced Mad- 
eline Lee, 3 Penny Opera... Frances 
Foster replaced Vinnette Carroll, The 
Crucible... Vic Morrow joined Death- 
watch... Albert Quinton, a drama prof- 
essor at NYU, joins Ivanov. ..GabyRod- 
gers and Anne Meara join Cock-A- 
Doodle Dandy . 


Diversions, a new musical 
revue by Steven Vinaver and Carl 
Davis to be presented Nov 5 at Down- 
town by Gus Schirmer, Jr... Hamlet 
of Stepney Green Bernard Kops to 


be presented in Oct at Cricket by Joe 
O'Brien and Rhett Cone, 


Summer Playhouses 


Strawhats whichare continuing 
include---Most Happy Fella at West- 
bury, NY, through Sept 28...King and 
I with Arlene Dahl and Fernando Lam- 
as at Framingham, Mass...No Time 
for Sergeants at Northport, NY... Can- 

ide concert version with Martyn Green, 
Robert Rounseville at New Hope, Penn. 


Other Broadways 


Can Can with Genevieve to start 
6 week tour in Dayton, Ohio and to be 
presented in spring at NY City Center 
... Spanish language production of My 
Fair Lady with Manolo Fabregas as 
Teading player and director to open 
South American tour Jan 26 in Monter- 
rey, NM.exico., 


Crussels Fair 


Time of Your Life with Franchot 
Tone to be presented at US Theatre 
the final week of Fair..; James Ker- 
saw, stage manager of Actors Work- 
op of San Francisco's Waiting for 
Godot barre! from performing at 


Fair by Us State Dept. 


4 


DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Chaparral- Sheridan Sq-99 Seventh Ave S 9/9. 2 pros- 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun-and 5 cons- filed 
on Valgene Massey's new play presented by Gene Wolsk and 
Robert Livingston, All applauded fine acting by cast headed 
by Rip Torne, Ruth White and Janet Ward, and most picked 
author as playwright worth watching in the future, Rave re- 
view from McClain, Journal American, cheered exceptional 
acting and the brilliant production staged by the author. Char- 
acters are drawn with skill and dimension. Aston, WTS, filed 
a milder pro, noting that though play was far from perfect it 
was worth inspection. Negative voters blamed plot and sub- 
ject matter of incest. Atkinson, Times, panned direction as 
well as writing of author as soporific, the actors playing rid- 
iculous parts manage to keep the audience from getting un- 
ruly. Gleason, Herald Tribune, picked Will Steven Armstrong's 
set for top praise, the play though well acted is too heavy . A 
sordid and sorry saga, lacking that essence of nobility which 
might have made its people worth worrying about, adds Cole- 
man, Mirror. By turns poetic and tough it offers too much of 
a bad thing, agrees McHarry, News. A bad and strangely try- 

ing play in which the author's skill is not up to the difficulties 
of his theme, concludes Watts, Post. : 


The Egg and I- Jan Hus 351 E 74- 9/10. 2 pro- Mirror, 
Herald Tribune-and 5 cons-filed on musical adaption of Betty 
McDonald's best seller with music by Frank Brentz, book by 
Hal Pockriss,lyrics by Wilfred Sales, presented by an all 
negro cast directed by Ed Cambridge, produced by William 
Gyimes. This is the production which presented the musical 
last spring at the Harlem YMCA. Brentz music and several 
of the large cast of 30 including Carol Joy and Diana Sands 
won top notices. Dissenters divided blame between book and 
unexperienced cast, Rave notice from Coleman, Mirror, app- 
lauded speedy, lively, talented cast in an amiable and ener- 
getic off Broadway frolic, lyrics and music fall easily on the 
ears, Unpolished, exuberant company, hardly professional, 
but stirring up lots of hearty laughter, lively music and high 
spirits, approved Gleason, Herald Tribune. Poor acting and 
direction inspite of good music and literate lyrics listed 
by Atkinson, Times, as reasons for hiS con vote. Script and 
staging poor, though show has 6 songs up to Broadway stan- 
dards, rates McHarry, News. Flat souffle composed of ama- 
teurish enthusiasm and little else, panued McClain, Journal 
American. Aston, World Telegram & Sun, enjoyed swift first 
act, but disliked second act which contained poor material. 


While Watts, Po .t, approved second act, but feared result was 
amiably amatcuri.n concoction, hopelessly lacking in the ex- 
pert touch. 


EDINBURGH FESTIVAL REPORT 


Long Day's Journey Into Night with Anthony Quayle and 
Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies, directed by Jose Quintero, presented 
at Edinburgh Festival athe Lyceum Theatre enjoyed by Darl- 
ington, Times. Davies make a great impression, the sweet- 
ness of her character and the pathos of her relapse are beaut- 

ifully brought out under Quintero's sensitive direction, Quayle 
portrays his role with authority. After its Scottish debut the 
production will open in London, 


SHAKESPEARE IN RUSSIAN 


Boris Pasternak, author of current best seller novel 
"Doctor Zhivago" is revered in Russia for his translations 
of seven plays by Shakespeare, points out Atkinson, Times. 
People qualified to judge regard his translations as master- 
pieces, His "Notes on the Translations of Shakespear Trag- 
edies" , translated into English from "Literary Moscow" are 
remarkable, Times reviewer states. Pasternak sees evidence 
of the speed with which Shakespeare worked, forgetting one day 
what he wrote the next, He does not regard Hamlet as a neurotic, 
but as a perfectly comprehensible man. The Russian is also 
impatient with the many theories that Shakespeare's plays were 
written by any one of several eminent people. Such ideas lack 


the understanding of the nature and compass of the Bard's 
genius, 


THEATRE 
BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"More in Sorrow" by Wolcott Gibbs ( Holt $4) rated as 
a varied, excellent selection on all counts,a fitting enough 
memorial to one of the most conscientious and discriminat- 
ing workmen of our time by Stanley Walker, Herald Tribune, 
Anyone who reads this collection of profiles, theatre reviews, 
parodies, etc by late "New Yorker" drama critic, must real- 
ize that here was one American of high intelligence, who who 
was hard to fool. 


"Lies Like Truth" by Harold Clurman (Macmillan $6) 
approved by Watts, Post, and Aston, World Telegram & Sun. 
Collection of theatre reviews by Nation critic is always in- 
teresting and stimulating rated former. As a drama critic 
Clurman tries to tell the reader what the show is about, 
after which he points out both its merits and demerits, notes 
latter. 


"My Fair Lady" by Alan Jay Lerner ( Signet 35c) pro- 
vides the libretto of the hit musical which can make every 
reader, thanks to the popularity of the score, sound like Julie 
Andrews, okays Walters, Times. 


"Our Friend James Joyce" by Mary and Padraic Colum 
is a warm, sympathetic account of Joyce's complex and inter- 
esting personality, comments Watts, Post. Colum has drawn 
a compassionate portrait of a genius, while his wife has anal- 
yzed the author with friendly detachment. 


"Caligula and Three Other Plays" by Albert Camus 
(Knopf $5) rated by Harold Clurman, Times, as important 
without being good. Only Caligula really demands a stage 
production. The total impression the four dramas make is 
one of spiritual vigor and integrity. 


LONDON 
STAGE 


VIEWS 


The ideal landlady is as much a part of the profession 
as the actors themselves, reminds "Stage" editorial, She is 
the mothers of the strolling players on tour,eager to give 
give them meals at hours which would be considered unearthy 
by conventional standards. She provides ironing facilities for 
the girls and quick laundry service for those who need it, She 
understands the difficulties of traipsing round the country with 
a couple of suitcases and having no fixed abode. She gives her 
guests a cheerful welcome and does her level best for them. 


The local theatres themselves should acquire detailed 
and and practical information about the accommodations avail- 
able , urges British tradepaper. The stage-door keeper could 
so easily get to know the addresses to be recommended and 
those to be avoided, 


A home-frorm-home is what the artist hopes for when 
he arrives at his "digs." A landlady who does not attempt 
to change the pattern of his life by making absurd regulations. 
Without any sense of resentment, the landlady must accept 
quiet and cheerfully the fact that actors are late to bed and 
late to rise. There must be no "atmosphere" when the actor 
gets up only in time for elevenses,no sullén looks because 
his late rising has prevented the landlady from "doing" his 
rooms, 


a 


GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


FAIR--PRO & CON... American efforts at the Brussels Fair 
had their failings and the most glaring one was the con- 
struction of a fine, modern theatre to seat 1100 at a cost 
of more than $1 million, comments Taubman, Times. The 
theatre was difficult to get to, it had no parking facilities 
close at hand, it could not be filled always with the kind 
of shows and performers we should have had--the best. 
If the $1 million had been invested instead in the perform- 
ing arts program, suggests Times music critic, US then 
could have brought over the Metropolitan Opera, several 
more orchestras, and the finest plays and players... But 
Coleman, Mirror, cheered the entertainment program 
provided on the $2 million budget by Jean Dalrymple. He 
doffed his chapeau to the petite dynamo with a civic, nat- 
ional and international conscience. 


COLUMN TIPS...6 people left cast of a Broadway hit now on 
tour because the leading lady is "impossible", hears 
Winchell, Mirror...A Tennessee Williams musical once 
produced in Pasadena may be revamped for Broadway, 
reports Kilgallen, Journal. American...Cabinin the 
Sky revival with Pearl Bailey to open at Hartford Theatre, 
Los Angeles prior to NY try, notes Lyons, Post, 


ARENA STAGE NEEDS... Washington, D,C. Arena Stage, which 
will soon be homeless when the converted brwery where 
it now operates is torn down to make way for civic improv- 
ements, only needs a very small offshore island with park- 
ing place, points out Atkinson, Times. As the resident 
theatre that provides Washington playgoers with dramas of 
literary and intellectual distinction, as well as unpretentious 
entertainment, it is invaluable for theatregoers with taste. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Amended fire laws suggested by Times 
reader confined to wheel-chair. He and othersuch patrons 
would be much safer if allowed to park their chair and 
sit in the aisle, instead of being tied down to a theatre 
seat as the law now requires. 


RAIN IN 'WONG'...A filter to purify the water used during 
on-stage torrential downpours in World of Suzie Wong 
required by a city ordinance providing that water which 
touches humans must be safe, McClain, Journal Am- 
erican, learned from set designer Jo Mielziner. 


CRITICAL, THOUGHTS,..A frequent nightmare for critics is 
often the correct identification of players in a large 
cast, admits McClain, Journal American... Playwrights 
Company, after a poor season last term, now looms as 
the dominant managerial element in the US theatre, pre- 
dicts Chapman, News...Dr. Leo Michael, celebrating 
his 50th year as Broadway's doctor, John Effrat, organ- 
izer of "Talent '58", and Sophie Tucker, always raising 
funds for charity, saluted as Broadway's Good Samaritans 
by Coleman, Mirror. 


INTER VIEW HI-LITES... After seeing 3000 actors, actually 
auditioning 1200, Warner Leroy, producer of The Golden 
Six by Maxwell Anderson due Oct 13 at York, is sure 
that they have 3 sensational newcomers in the cast, he 
told Herridge, Post...Every line in Lulu has 6 or 7 
layers of meaning Eva Gabor told Watson, Journal Am- 
erican, It makes it so much easier for an actor to have 
good writing to, build on, 


MUSICAL 'PLAYBOY'...The Heart's A Wonder , musical 
adaption of Sean O'Casey's Playboy of the Western 


World printed to rave notices last month at Dublin's 
Gaiety Theatre has attracted interest of McClain, Jour- 
nal American, and Watts, Post. Instead of new music, 
the production contains Irish folk songs artfully inter- 
polated. Former hopes NY will see it soon as is. Latter 
hopes the sardonic quality of the humor of the original 
has been retained, 


PROS & CONS 


by TMK 


The Egg and! is unpretentious entertainment with 
some lively music, some literate lyrics and a handful of 
bright newcomers sprinkled in the large, wandering pro- 
duction at Jan Hus House. Taken on its own terms , it is 
a better than average amateur musical showcase. Though 


material and cast is far from professional and/or polished, 
much of it is fun. 


Chaparral presents the sad dilemma of a beautiful 
job of acting by an entire company wasted on an unfished, 
wordy script. Basic characterizations are evident, but the 
viewpoint of the author is only skin-deep. Ann Hamilton, a 
delightful young actress from Texas making her NY debut, 
is near perfect in her role, a feat especially difficult with 
such a fine cast. 


New Greenwich Village home of Shakespearewrights 
due to open in Nov will be a welcome addition to the Off 
Broadway circuit. After successfully surmounting the diff- 
iculties of running a small house uptown, with several split 
decision bouts with the NY Fire Dept, presenting worth- 
while productions in a new house should be a delight and a 
cinch. 


* 


Next time a World's Fair comes round, the theatre pro- 
fession, professionals and fans alike, should remember the 
current controversy on the use of the funds voted by Congress. 
The pros and cons on the matter, expressing widely different 
opinions are fine, but are about a year too late. The lack of 
pre-Brussels Fair views resulted in the late passage of any 
funds bill by Congress. Except for a few editorials urging the 
passage of the bill, no critic or reviewer mentioned the sub- 
ject. Now that the fair is in its closing weeks a minor verbal 
skirmish is taking place. 


* 


The re-adjustment by Actors Equity of what is an "Off 
Broadway" production is apparent in the case of the current 
The Egg and I production at Jan Hus House. What started out 
to be an amateur showcase of Negro talent was turned into an 
“Equity” production when it was discovered by the actors trade 
union that 8 of the cast were actually Equity members, The 
producer than had the choice of replacing the 8 leading members 
of the cast or not opening the production. By picking the former, 
he not only had to pay full Off Broadway Equity salaries to the 8, 
while the other 24 members of the cast continued to work on a 
"cooperative" basis, but he also hadto hire many different 
unionized technicians at salaries 5 times that of the Equity 
actors. No one denies the right of technical union men to em- 
ployment, but the over-burdening of what started out as an 
amateur production to the point that it cannot run and/or even 
open is an issue which should be further studied by Equity. 


* 


Anybody who thinks theatre business is bad need only 
look at the huge display ads in the Sunday NY Times listing 
the dozens of benefits sold out in advance and need only add 
up the equally huge advance mail order sale for many of these 


same shows. Theatre may die, but not this season, 


* 
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DIGESTS OF CURRENT NYC THEATRE REVIEWS 


Chaparral- Sheridan Sq-99 Seventh Ave S 9/9. 2 pros- 
Journal American, World Telegram & Sun-and 5 cons- filed 
on Valgene Massey's new play presented by Gene Wolsk and 
Robert Livingston, All applauded fine acting by cast headed 
by Rip Torne, Ruth White and Janet Ward, and most picked 
author as playwright worth watching in the future, Rave re- 
view from McClain, Journal American, cheered exceptional 
acting and the brilliant production staged by the author. Char- 
acters are drawn with skill and dimension. Aston, WTS, filed 
a milder pro, noting that though play was far from perfect it 
was worth inspection. Negative voters blamed plot and sub- 
ject matter of incest, Atkinson, Times, panned direction as 
well as writing of author as soporific, the actors playing rid- 
iculous parts manage to keep the audience from getting un- 


ruly. Gleason, Herald Tribune, picked Will Steven Armstrong's 


set for top praise, the play though well acted is too heavy . A 
sordid and sorry saga, lacking that essence of nobility which 
might have made its people worth worrying about, adds Cole- 
man, Mirror. By turns poetic and tough it offers too much of 
a bad thing, agrees McHarry, News. A bad and strangely try- 


ing play in which the author's skill is not up to the difficulties 


of his theme, concludes Watts, Post. 


The Egg and I- Jan Hus 351 E 74- 9/10. 2 pro- Mirror, 
Herald Tribune-and 5 cons-filed on musical adaption of Betty 
McDonald's best seller with music by Frank Brentz, book by 
Hal Pockriss, lyrics by Wilfred Sales, presented by an all 
negro cast directed by Ed Cambridge, produced by William 
Gyimes. This is the production which presented the musical 
last spring at the Harlem YMCA, Brentz music and several 
of the large cast of 30 including Carol Joy and Diana Sands 
won top notices. Dissenters divided blame between book and 
unexperienced cast, Rave notice from Coleman, Mirror, app- 
lauded speedy, lively, talented cast in an amiable and ener- 
getic off Broadway frolic, lyrics and music fall easily on the 
ears. Unpolished, exuberant company, hardly professional, 
but stirring up lots of hearty laughter, lively music and high 
spirits, approved Gleason, Herald Tribune. Poor acting and 
direction inspite of good music and literate lyrics listed 
by Atkinson, Times, as reasons for hiS con vote. Script and 
staging poor, though show has 6 songs up to Broadway stan- 
dards, rates McHarry, News, Flat souffle composed of ama- 
teurish enthusiasm and little else, panued McClain, Journal 
American. Aston, World Telegram & Sun, enjoyed swift first 
act, but disliked second act which contained poor material. 
While Watts, Po.t, approved second act, but feared result was 
amiably amatcuri:n concoction, hopelessly lacking in the ex- 
pert touch, 


EDINBURGH FESTIVAL REPORT 


Long Day's Journey Into Night with Anthony Quayle and 
Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies, directed by Jose Quintero, presented 
at Edinburgh Festival athe Lyceum Theatre enjoyed by Darl- 
ington, Times. Davies make a great impression, the sweet- 
ness of her character and the pathos of her relapse are beaut- 

ifully brought out under Quintero's sensitive direction. Quayle 
portrays his role with authority. After its Scottish debut the 
production will open in London. 


SHAKESPEARE IN RUSSIAN 


Boris Pasternak, author of current best seller novel 

"Doctor Zhivago" is revered in Russia for his translations 

of seven plays by Shakespeare, points out Atkinson, Times. 
People qualified to judge regard his translations as master- 
pieces, His "Notes on the Translations of Shakespear Trag- 
edies" , translated into English from "Literary Moscow" are 
remarkable, Times reviewer states, Pasternak sees evidence 
of the speed with which Shakespeare worked, forgetting one day 


what he wrote the next. He does not regard Hamlet as a neurotic, 


but as a perfectly comprehensible man. The Russian is also 
impatient with the many theories that Shakespeare's plays were 
written by any one of several eminent people. Such ideas lack 
the understanding of the nature and compass of the Bard's 
fenius, 


THEATRE 
BOOK 


COMMENTS 


“More in Sorrow" by Wolcott Gibbs ( Holt $4) rated as 
a varied, excellent selection on all counts,a fitting enough 
memorial to one of the most conscientious and discriminat- 
ing workmen of our time by Stanley Walker, Herald Tribune, 
Anyone who reads this collection of profiles, theatre reviews, 
parodies, etc by late "New Yorker" drama critic, must real- 
ize that here was one American of high intelligence, who who 
was hard to fool. 


"Lies Like Truth" by Harold Clurman (Macmillan $6) 
approved by Watts, Post, and Aston, World Telegram & Sun. 
Collection of theatre reviews by Nation critic is always in- 
teresting and stimulating rated former. As a drama critic 
Clurman tries to tell the reader what the show is about, 
after which he points out both its merits and demerits, notes 
latter. 


“My Fair Lady" by Alan Jay Lerner ( Signet 35c) pro- 
vides the libretto of the hit musical which can make every 
reader, thanks to the popularity of the score, sound like Julie 
Andrews, okays Walters, Times. 


"Our Friend James Joyce" by Mary and Padraic Colum 
is a warm, sympathetic account of Joyce's complex and inter- 
esting personality, comments Watts, Post. Colum has drawn 
a compassionate portrait of a genius, while his wife has anal- 
yzed the author with friendly detachment. 


"Caligula and Three Other Plays" by Albert Camus 
(Knopf $5) rated by Harold Clurman, Times, as important 
without being good. Only Caligula really demands a stage 
production. The total impression the four dramas make is 
one of spiritual vigor and integrity. 


LONDON 
STAGE 


VIEWS 


The ideal landlady is as much a part of the profession 
as the actors themselves, reminds "Stage" editorial, She is 
the mothers of the strolling players on tour,eager to give 
give them meals at hours which would be considered unearthy 
by conventional standards, She provides ironing facilities for 
the girls and quick laundry service for those who need it, She 
understands the difficulties of traipsing round the country with 
a couple of suitcases and having no fixed abode. She gives her 
guests a cheerful welcome and does her level best for them. 


The local theatres themselves should acquire detailed 
and and practical information about the accommodations avail- 
able , urges British tradepaper. The stage-door keeper could 
so easily get to know the addresses to be recommended and 
those to be avoided, 


A home-from-home is what the artist hopes for when 
he arrives at his "digs." A landlady who does not at tempt 
to change the pattern of his life by making absurd regulations. 
Without any sense of resentment, the landlady must acoept 
quiet and cheerfully the fact that actors are late to bed and 
late to rise. There must be no "atmosphere" when the actor 
gets up only in time for elevenses, no sullén looks because 
his late rising has prevented the landlady from "doing" his 
rooms, 
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FAIR--PRO & CON... American efforts at the Brussels Fair 
had their failings and the most glaring one was the con- 
struction of a fine, modern theatre to seat 1100 at a cost 
of more than $1 million, comments Taubman, Times. The 
theatre was difficult to get to, it had no parking facilities 
close at hand, it could not be filled always with the kind 
of shows and p-ric»™mers we should have had--the best. 
If the $1 million had bee> invested instead in the perform- 
ing arts program, suggests Times music critic, US then 
could have brought over the Metropolitan Opera, several 
more orchestras, and the finest plays and players... But 
Coleman, Mirror, cheered the entertainment program 
provided on the $2 million budget by Jean Dalrymple. He 
doffed his chapeau to the petite dynamo with a civic, nat- 
ional and international conscience. 


COLUMN TIPS. ..6 people left cast of a Broadway hit now on 
tour because the leading lady is "impossible", hears 
Winchell, Mirror...A Tennessee Williams musical once 
produced in Pasadena may be revamped for Broadway, 
reports Kilgallen, Journal. American...Cabinin the 
Sky revival with Pearl Bailey to open at Hartford Theatre, 
Los Angeles prior to NY try, notes Lyons, Post. 


ARENA STAGE NEEDS... Washington, D,C. Arena Stage, which 
will soon be homeless when the converted brwery where 
it now operates is torn down to make way for civic improv- 
ements, only needs a very small offshore island with park- 
ing place, points out Atkinson, Times. As the resident 
theatre that provides Washington playgoers with dramas of 
literary and intellectual distinction,as well as unpretentious 
entertainment, it is invaluable for theatregoers with taste. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX...Amended fire laws suggested by Times 
reader confined to wheel-chair, He and othersuch patrons 
would be much safer if allowed to park their chair and 
sit in the aisle, instead of being tied down to a theatre 
seat as the law now requires. 


RAIN IN 'WONG',...A filter to purify the water used during 
on-stage torrential downpours in World of Suzie Wong 
required by a city ordinance providing that water which 
touches humans must be safe, McClain, Journal Am- 
erican, learned from set designer Jo Mielziner. 


CRITICAL, THOUGHTS.,..A frequent nightmare for critics is 
often the correct identification of players in a large 
cast, admits McClain, Journal American... Playwrights 
Company, after a poor season last term, now looms as 
the dominant managerial element in the US theatre, pre- 
dicts Chapman, News...Dr. Leo Michael, celebrating 
his 50th year as Broadway's doctor, John Effrat, organ- 
izer of "Talent '58", and Sophie Tucker, always raising 
funds for charity, saluted as Broadway's Good Samaritans 
by Coleman, Mirror. 


INTER VIEW HI-LITES... After seeing 3000 actors, actually 
auditioning 1200, Warner Leroy, producer of The Golden 
Six by Maxwell Anderson due Oct 13 at York, is sure 
that they have 3 sensational newcomers in the cast, he 
told Herridge, Post... Every line in Lulu has 6 or 7 
layers of meaning Eva Gabor told Watson, Journal Am- 
erican, It makes it so much easier for an actor to have 
good writing to, build on, 


MUSICAL 'PLAYBOY'...The Heart's A Wonder , musical 
adaption of Sean O'Casey's Playboy of the Western 
World printed to rave notices last month at Dublin's 
Gaiety Theatre has attracted interest of McClain, Jour- 

nal American, and Watts, Post. Instead of new music, 

the production contains Irish folk songs artfully inter- 

polated. Former hopes NY will see it soon as is. Latter 
hopes the sardonic quality of the humor of the original 
has been retained. 


The Egg and! is unpretentious entertainment with 
some lively music, some literate lyrics and a handful of 
bright newcomers sprinkled in the large, wandering pro- 
duction at Jan Hus House. Taken on its own terms , it is 
a better than average amateur musical showcase. Though 


material and cast is far from professional and/or polished, 
much of it is fun. 


* 


Chaparral presents the sad dilemma of a beautiful 
job of acting by an entire company wasted on an unfished, 
wordy script. Basic characterizations are evident, but the 
viewpoint of the author is only skin-deep. Ann Hamilton, a 
delightful young actress from Texas making her NY debut, 
is near perfect in her role, a feat especially difficult with 
such a fine cast. 


New Greenwich Village home of Shakespearewrights 
due to open in Nov will be a welcome addition to the Off 
Broadway circuit, After successfully surmounting the diff- 
iculties of running a small house uptown, with several split 
decision bouts with the NY Fire Dept, presenting worth- 
while productions in a new house should be a delight and a 
cinch, 


* 


Next time a World's Fair comes round, the theatre pro- 
fession, professionals and fans alike, should remember the 
current controversy on the use of the funds voted by Congress. 
The pros and cons on the matter, expressing widely different 
opinions are fine, but are about a year too late. The lack of 
pre-Brussels Fair views resulted in the late passage of any 
funds bill by Congress. Except for a few editorials urging the 
passage of the bill, no critic or reviewer mentioned the sub- 
ject. Now that the fair is in its closing weeks a minor verbal 
skirmish is taking place. 


* 


The re-adjustment by Actors Equity of what is an "Off 
Broadway" production is apparent in the case of the current 
The Egg and I production at Jan Hus House. What started out 
to be an amateur showcase of Negro talent was turned into an 
"Equity" production when it was discovered by the actors trade 
union that 8 of the cast were actually Equity members, The 
producer than had the choice of replacing the 8 leading members 
of the cast or not opening the production, By picking the former, 
he not only had to pay full Off Broadway Equity salaries to the 8, 
while the other 24 members of the cast continued to work on a 
"cooperative" basis, but he also hadto hire many different 
unionized technicians at salaries 5 times that of the Equity 
actors. No one denies the right of technical union men to em- 
ployment, but the over-burdening of what started out as an 
amateur production to the point that it cannot run and/or even 
open is an issue which should be further studied by Equity. 


* 


Anybody who thinks theatre business is bad need only 
look at the huge display ads in the Sunday NY Times listing 
the dozens of benefits sold out in advance and need only add 
up the equally huge advance mail order sale for many of these 


same shows. Theatre may die, but not this season, 


* 


= 
PROS & CONS 


Sept 15,1958 THEATRE FACT CHART- CRITICAL DIGEST--139 EB 47, NYC--EL 5-6894 


Thies weekly chart of CRITICAL DIGEST -presents up-to-date data on current business and 
critical reaction to current Broadway and Off Broadway shows. 


Subscribers may phone, write or call in person for any other specific data and/or for 


details of LATE REVIEWS. 


"C"-Critical- figures refer to percentage of PRO reviews filed by NYC daily reviewers. 
PRO means show was recommended for entertaining and/or stimulating evening, not if the 
critle predicted if show would be a commercial hit or sot, 


figures refer to percentage of gross ticket sales last week, B Figures 
refer te percentage of past week's attendance and indicates current aviaiabiility of tickets, 
CAP figures refer to gross capacity of house in thousands of dollars, Figures that follow 
are gross estimates by Variety for past week and previous weeks, all figures in thousands 
of dollars. Thus 100% B- Cap $68--$68 $64 $63 , etc means that the past week the show was 
® sell-out, the previous week the gross was $64,000, etc. 


BELLS ARE RINGING 
Shubert $7. 50 


DARK TO P STAIRS 
Music Box $4.90 


JAMAICA 
imperial $8.35 


LOOK BACK ANGER 
Golden $5.75 


LOOK HOMEWARD 
Barrymore $6.90 


MUSIC MAN 
Majestic $8.05 


MY FAIR LADY 
Hellinger $8.05 


SAY DARLING 
ANTA $7. 50 


SUNRISE CAMPOBELLO 
Cort $6.90 


TWO SEE SAW 
Booth $6. 90 


vIsIT 
Morosco $6. 90 


WEST SIDE STOR Y 
W. Garden $7.50 


Sept 16- Garden District - 


230 W 44 
CI 6-5990 


238 W 45 
CI 6-4636 


256 W 45 
CO 5-2412 


250 W 45 
Cl 6-6745 


243 W 47 
CI 6-0390 


245 W 45 
CI 6-0730 


1655 Bway 
PL 7-7064 


245 W 52 
Cl 6-6270 


138 W 48 
CI 5-5289 


222 45 
Cl 6-5969 


217 W 45 
Cl 6-6230 


1634 Bway 
CL 


LONDON 


Arts 


Sept 17- Mary Stuart- Old Vix 

Sept 23- Live Like Pigs- Royal Court 
Sept 24- Long Days Journey-Globe 
Oct I~ Day in the Life Of- Savoy 

Oct B- Julius Caesar- Old Vic 


80% C-Show 2 Con-WTS, Times-100% Judy H. 
70% B- Cap $58--$43 $53 $50 $48 


90% C- | Con-WTS-3 raves Inge's best play 
65% B- Cap$33- $21 $23 $21 $21 $20 $19 $20 


40% C- Show 3 Pro-Times, J. Am, Post 
60% B- Cap%63--$38 $44 $38 $40 


80% C- 2 Con- WTS, Mir 
50% B- Cap$25--$13 $14 $14 LAST WEEK 


100% C- New leads 2 Pro-1 Con ( Times) 
65% B- Cap$40--$23 $25 $22 $22 $22 $21 


100% C- 6 pro raves show- H, Trib milder 
100% B- Cap $68--$69 $69 $69 $69 $69 $69 


100% B- 7 raves play-4 okay new leads 
100% B- Cap $68--$69 $69 $69 $69 $69 $69 


90% C- 1 Con- Times- 5 raves for show 
60% B- Cap $50--$30 $33 $31 $28 $35 $34 $38 


100% C- 7 raves for R. Bellamy & play 
95% B- Cap $37--$32 $37 $37 $36 $37 $37 $36 


90% C- | Con-WTS- 5 raves script, cast 
90% B- Cap $31--$27 $28 $30 $30 $29 $29 


80% C- 2 Con- Mirror, J. Am. 
70% B- Cap $35--$24 $26 $17 Re-opened 8/20 


100% C- 7 pros for musical, dances, etc 
70% B- Cap$63--$45 $49 $46 $43 $44 $41 $44 


CALENDAR " 


‘ TV THEATRE PROGRAMS " 


Sept 19- NBC- Roberta on Bob Hope Show with Howard Keel 
Sept 22- CBS- Harvey on Du Pont Show of Month with Art Carney 


. Oct 9- 


CBS- Time of Your Life on Playhouse 90 with Jackie Gleason 


Oct 13- NBC- Johnny Belinda on Hall of Fame with Julie Harris 
Oct 16- NBC- Little Women musical by Richard Adler-Ronald Alexander 


Oct -- CBS 


Face of a Hero on Playhouse 90 prior to stage 


Nov 20 NBC- Kiss Me Kate on Hall of Fame with Alfred Drake 
Nov 30- KBS-Wonderful Town with Rosalind Russell after 3 week tour 
Dec 9- CBS- Gift of Magi- musical by Richard Adler-Ronald Alexander 


Mar 23- NBC- Green Pastures on Hall of Fame with William Warfield 
Mar 29- NBC- Mary Martin- 2 one woman shows 

Apr 28- NBC- AhWilderness on Hall of Fame 

-- '59- CBS- Hamlet on Du Pont Show of Month with Old Vic Company 


“OFF 


4 St Marks 
OR 4-4599 


ANATOL 
Little $3, 90 


BALD SOPR ANO 
Sullivan $3.50 


161 Sullivan 
OR 4-3638 


BLOOD WEDDING 


Actors Play $3, 45 OR 5-1036 
BOY FRIEND 31 Comm, 
Cherry Lane CH 2-4468 
CHILDREN DARKNESS 5 Shee 8q, 
Cirele $4.50 OR 56-9437 


CHAPARR AL. 


Sheridan $3.45 CH 2-9244 


COMIC STRIP 100 C. Park 8. 
Bar. Plaza $3.90 Cl 7-1143 
CRUCIBLE 32 & Bway 
Martinque $4, 15 PE 6-3056 
EGG &l 351 E 74 
Jan Hus $3 LE 5-6310 
GUESTS OF NATION 0 E59 

T. Marquee $3.90 PL 3-2575 
PLAYBOY W. WORLD 120 Mad. 
Tara MU 6-4950 
3 PENNY OPERA 121 Chris. 
De Lys $4.85 WA 4-8782 
ULYSSES NIGHTTOWN 2nd & Hous. 
Rooftop $4. 60 AL 4-5475 


“CD PROS & CONS " 


100-7th Av 8, 


99-7th Av S, 


BROADWAY " 


2 Pro- Post, J, Am, 
Con- WTS 


2 Pro-H. Tribune, News 
4 Con- Times, Post, J, Am, WTS 


3 Pro-Times, Post, J. Am, 
i Con- WTS 


5 Pro- Times, H Trib, J, Am 
WTS, Post 


6 Pre 
Con- News 


2 Pro- J. Am, WTS 
5 Con- 


6 Pro- Times, Trib, Mir. 
WTS, J. Am, Post 


7 Pro- Unanimous raves 
revival Miller drame 


2 Pro- H. Tribune, Mirror 
5 Con 


6 Pro-Gelb, Times, Trib, Mir, J. Am, WTS 
1 Con- Atkinson, Times ///Poa 


7 Pro-Unanimous approval 
revival Synge comedy 


3 Pro- Times,H Trib, Post 


4 Pro- Times, Trib, J.Am, Post 
3 Con- News, Mir, WTS 


PROS: Look Homeward Angel, Music Man, My Fair Lady, Sunrise Campebelio 
Two See Saw, West Side Story, Visit * 


Anatol, Bald Soprano, Blood Wedding, Boy Friend, Comic Strip, 


Children Darkness, Egg and I, Guests of Nation, Playboy W. World 


3 Penny Opera 


CONS Chaparral, Ulysses in Nighttown 


“ THEATRE 


Howie-46th St 9/17 
Young Provinciala-Cricket 9/18 


Jacknife-Royal 9/22 

Paul Curtis Mime-Orpheum 9/23 
Heloise-Gate 9/24 

Lulu- 4th St 9/29 

Swim in Sea- Lyceum 9/30 


Handful of Fire-Beck 10/1 

Touch of Poet- Hayes 10/2 
Deathwatch- Theatre East 10/6 

Time of Cuckoo- 10/6 

Ivanov-Renata- 10/7 

Drink To Me Only-54th St 10/8 
Goldilocks- Lunt 10/9 

Capt. Brassbounds Conv-St Paul 10/10 
Golden Six- York 10/13 

World Suzie Wong-Broadhurst 10/14 
Theatre National Paris- Broadway 10/14 
Girls in 509- Belasco 10/15 

Make A Million-Playhouse 10/16 

Many Lovers-Living Theatre 10/19 
Family Reunion- Phoenix 10/20 
Pleasure of His Company-Longacre 10/22 
Once More With Feeling-National 10/22 
Loving Couple- 10/22 

Night Circus- 10/23 

Patate- Miller 10/28 

Marriage Go Round-Plymouth 10/29 
Man in Dog Suit-Coronet 10/30 


$25 per year 


__Bill Me Bill Co. 


CALENDAR 


Gazebo- 12/3 


Requiem for Nun- 1/2 
Rashomon- 1/12 


Things to Remember-Broadway 1/? 


This weekly NYC THEATRE NEWSLETTER DIGEST--now in its 
year of service to " stage struck " theatre fans, producers, dra 
editors, investors, college libraries, etc--coast to coast--present 
52 weeks per year----- 


* Complete theatre news of current week 

* Reviews of current NYC shows by 7 critics 
* Comments by NYC critics on legit books, di 
* Chart of critical & box office reaction. Cal 
* Phone-write for details late reviews, etc. 

* Perfect theatre gift for "stage struck” 52 


Shadow of Gunman- Bijou 10/7? 

Listen to Quiet-Mackfriare 10/? 

Ole- Greenwich Mews 10/? 

Quare Fellow- Circle 10/? 

Hamlet of Stepney Green-Cricket 10/? . 


La Plume De Ma Tante-Royale 11/3 
Crazy October- Alvin 11/3 

Epitaph George Dillon-Golden 11/4 
Diversions- Downtown 

Comes A Day- Ambassador 11/6 
Salad Days- Barbizon 11/1! 
Cock-a-Doodle Dandy-Carn Play, 
Man Who Never Died-Jan Hus U/19 
Cue For Passion- 11/25 

Flower Drum Song-St James 11/27 
King Lear-Shakespearewri_hts 


Disenchanted- 12/3 

Cold Wind and Warm-Morosco 12/4 
Old Vic-Broadway 12/9 

J.B, - ANTA 

Edwin Booth- 12/ll 

Whoop Up- Shubert 12/18 

Arthur Miller Play- 12/18 

Third Best Sport- 12/29 


Tall Story- 1/8 


Daarlin' Man- 1/29 


Redhead- 46th St 2/5 
Perfect Evening- Alvin 2/19 


= 


